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 Last Friday it was Military Appreciation Night at Centerville Stadium. Head Coach 
Brent Ullery compared playing this game to the sacrifices our military made in his pre-game 
speech.  “It is not do or die, tonight.  For the guys who wore the colors that you are wearing 
tonight, it was do or die!  This game does a phenomenal job of teaching you about life.  If you 
take one thing away from this game, not only from this program, but this game, is that you live 
with passion men. You live with passion!”   
 The players were literally on the edge of the chairs, listening to Coach Ullery’s 
challenge. “Play tonight with great passion, for your success, for the success for those around 
you, and for your teammates. Bring passion to everything you do!” 
 The Elks accepted the challenge, executed with great passion, and Centerville 
celebrated a 37-6 GWOC victory over Northmont.  
 Wide Receiver, Nic Bruder, scored with only 15 seconds off the clock on 71 yard 
reception that set the stage for the Elks dominant 37-6 victory. The Centerville offense had 
their best outing of the season, with 413 total yards, including 319 passing yards on the 
strength of Quarterback Drake Wells right arm.   Drake completed 20 of 33 pass attempts with 
three touchdowns on his way to his best QB rating (165.7) of the year.  Running back Emable 
Wakilongo added a  touchdown run in the fourth to close out the scoring.  
 The Elks “Black Shirt” defense held the previously GWOC number one offense, 
which averaged 41 points a game, to only 6 points. An excellent effort and overall team win. It 
is obvious this 2022 defense plays with a passion and purpose. 
 This was the twenty-second meeting between these schools since 1973. The series 
record is now 15 wins for the Elks and 7 wins for Northmont. This win was the second win  in 
a row after last season’s 38-0 shutout. It was also a two win weekend as the Freshmen won at 
Northmont Saturday morning. (The JV game was cancelled). 
 It does not get any easier this week as the Elks travel to Springboro to continue their 
run through the GWOC gauntlet.  Springboro is 4-1 coming off a second half, comeback 
victory at Fairmont, (see page 5). The Panthers only loss was to 4-1 Cincinnati Elder in a close 
one 20-21.  The word on the street is that the Panthers want pay-back from two Elk beat downs 
in 2021.   
 We need Elk Nation to be there this Friday night to help the boys get three in a row. 
The weather will be great for football, so head south, and we will see you at Care Flight Field. 
     GO ELKS,  BEAT THE PANTHERS!!   

 

Elks 37 - Bolts 6  

QB Drake Wells leads the Elks 
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TEAM OPPONENT DATE TIME LOCATION 

Varsity Springboro  Friday 09-23 7:00 PM Care Flight Field 

Junior Varsity Springboro Saturday 09-24 10:00 AM Centerville Stadium 

Freshmen Springboro Saturday 09-24 12:00 PM Centerville Stadium 

8th Grade Northmont Wednesday 09-21 6:30 PM Centerville Stadium 

7th Grade Northmont Wednesday 09-21 5:30 PM Centerville Stadium 

TEAM OPPONENT DATE ELKS OPPONENT 

Varsity Northmont 09/16/22 37 6 

Freshmen Northmont 09/17/22 42 35 

8th Grade Beavercreek 09/14/22 49 0 

7th Grade Beavercreek 09/14/22 13 16 

     

 
Elk’s Football Schedule 

 
Week  5 Results  
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What was most satisfying about the Northmont victory last week? 
 “That's easy. Watching our kids play with great passion and our coaches coach with great passion. Everyone emptied the tank 
and gave great effort. We weren't perfect in our execution, but we played fast and coaches made great decisions quickly to help the team. 
It was impressive to watch. I think the effort, energy, and passion that we played the game last Friday made it hard for Northmont to 
catch back up.” 
 
Springboro is 4-1, with their only loss to Cincinnati Elder.  How do the Elks matchup against the Panthers? 
 “Springboro lost a very close game with Elder in which they left a few plays on the field and easily could've won. Elder is a 
tremendous team and Springboro made a statement in that game. Us and Springboro are very similar. Both defenses are very well 
coached and seem to have players in the right place at the right time. Both teams have offenses that have a system, but also have built-in 
answers. Lastly, both teams know the importance of special teams and how they can swing a game. We will have to be better in all three 
phases to come home with a win on Friday.” 
  
Who are some of Springboro’s key players? 
 “The QB, Ruzzo is a really nice player. He was a running back last year and he can cause problems with the ball in his hand. 
The offensive line does a nice job of opening holes for him and he knows how to carry the ball. They also have a running back, Yates, 
that has impressive speed and can create separation. On defense, they have a returning linebacker, Smith, that is a nice player and a 
defensive back, Standifer, that seems to create turnovers and is always around the ball. Lastly, they have a defensive lineman, Messinger, 
that also plays offense and can do a lot to help make them successful.” 
 
You have a passion for the game?  What is the best part about competing? 
 “The best part about competition is the pressure. I'm not sure it's really competition without pressure. You have pressure to 
perform, pressure to think quickly and react, and there is tons of pressure to prepare properly. It's more fun when the competition is 
high, the pressure is high, things are happening quickly, and it's pure chaos. Competition isn't just reserved for game night. All of these 
things need to be present every day. If you aren't competing against yourself, day in and day out, you aren't really competing. You can't 
save competition for Friday nights.” 
 
What are the position dinners?  When did that tradition start? 
 “I’m not really sure when they started. They weren't a thing when I played here. When I played here, we all got together, went 
to Hungry Howie's and used our value cards to get pizza, and then went to the soccer game or volleyball game. Position dinners started 
sometime after I graduated and were used as a Wednesday night time for the players to get together, by position, have a meal at 
someone's house, and hang out with each other. It has since evolved to include many positions at a dinner. Coaches aren't present at 
them very often. It seems to be a team-bonding thing that happens outside of football. Position dinners are not organized or 
coordinated by the program.”  

          Coach Ullery 

           Inside the Headset 
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Springboro Panthers 
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Key Panthers 
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2022 Springboro Statistics 
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 Northmont Game Statistics 
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Offensive Statistics 
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Offensive Action 
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Offensive Action 
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 Defensive Statistics 
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Defensive Action 
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Defensive Action 
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Kicking Statistics 
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Scoring Summary 
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 Drive Chart 
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Players of the Week 

Jackson Courville Special Teams 

Matt Karpinsky Defensive Back 

Drake Wells Offensive Back 

Bryce Cowgill Offensive Line 

Alex Smith Scout - Offense 

Cameron Gay Defensive Line Lual Siyr Scout Defense  
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Meet Coach Mike Savino 

Family I live in Centerville with my wife (Sasha) and two children (Doug, 5) 
(Betty, 3) 

High School Archbishop Alter High School, Kettering  

College Played football at Ohio Dominican University (Columbus),         
Graduated from Franklin University (Columbus) 

Coaching  
Experience 

15th year of coaching football 

· 3 years various indoor football leagues (NIFL, UIFL) (2005, ‘06, 
‘07) 

· 10 years at Hamilton Township High School (2010-2019) 

 All 10 years as Quarterbacks Coach 
 3 years as Offensive Coordinator (2014, ’15, ’16) 
 3 years as Head Football Coach (2017, ’18, ’19) 

· 1 year at Alter High School as Quarterbacks Coach (2021) 

· Coached at Wittenberg University this past spring (2022) as TE’s 
Coach 

· First year at Centerville High School (2022) 

Interesting 
Facts 

Member of John Pirelli Lodge, Order of the Sons and Daughters of 
Italy #1633.   

 

 

I am also interested in carpentry and gardening, even though I’m not 
great at either.  I am a big reader of books on just about any topic. 

Position  
Coach 

Mike coaches the Quarterbacks  

Growing up, 
was there an 
Athlete that 
you admired 
and wanted 
to emulate? 

I had many athletes that I admired – Michael Jordan is probably the 
easy one.  I also loved watching Ed Reed play football.  In terms of a 
quarterback, I was a big Drew Brees fan starting with his time at  
Purdue.  I guess I tried to emulate all of them in terms of how I 
played sports growing up. 

Favorite 
Coaching 
Quote 

On June 22, 1970 Vince Lombardi gave what would become his final 
public speech when he addressed the Dayton Agonis Club here in 
Dayton, OH.  In it he concluded, “The difference between men is in 
energy, in the strong will, in a singleness of purpose, and an invincible 
determination. But the great difference is in sacrifice, in self-denial, in 
love and loyalty, in fearlessness and in humility, in the pursuit of  
excellence and in the perfectly disciplined will, because this is not only 
the difference between men, this is the difference between great and 
little men.” 
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Meet Coach Mike Savino 
What do you    
enjoy most about  
coaching ? 

What I enjoy most about coaching is the cumulative effect of the efforts of the school, team, and community.  I 
appreciate being accountable as a member of a staff and assuming a role as a coach and maximizing it.  I believe in 
self-denial, I enjoy the pursuit of improving my skills and in my knowledge of the game.  I enjoy creating lasting 
relationships with players and their parents where I can have an impact in their lives beyond football.  I enjoy the 
grind and the discipline. 

Most  Memorable  
Moment Playing 
Football 

As a senior at Alter, we played our rivals Chaminade-Julienne in game 10 to decide the league title.  We came into 
the game 8-1 and they were 9-0.  They had one of the best teams I had ever seen play.  The pregame was electric as 
we watched every seat at Dayton’s Welcome Stadium fill up.  An NFL great and Alter legend, Jeff Graham, walked 
in to talk to us before the game.  He didn’t have to say a word – his presence set us all off and we were banging at 
the doors to let us go play.  Every single play of the game was important and we won on a last second field goal.  It 
was truly a team effort to overcome such a great opponent and I’ve never forgotten the emotions involved in that 
game. 

Most  Memorable  
Moment Coach-
ing Football 

In 2016, I was then Offensive Coordinator at Hamilton Township High School when we defeated Chillicothe to 
advance to the Regional Finals.  This was as deep into the playoffs as any team that had ever played at that particular 
school.  To see the emotions on everyone’s faces after that second playoff win made me look back on all the hard 
work, sacrifices, and overcoming of adversity by the members of the team that year. 

What does 
Elk Pride mean 
to you ?  

I am fortunate to have landed here at Centerville High School.  I must admit that I did not intend on coaching here 
when I originally moved home to Dayton from Columbus, but Centerville took me in and I felt very valued by the 
school administration and coaching staff from the very start.  I am still learning, but now that I have seen what Elk 
Pride looks like, I have never felt so at home.  There is a high standard that all team members are challenged to meet 
every day.  Rarely a day goes by that we don’t speak of past players, coaches, or community members that had an 
impact on our program.  To me, Elk Pride means paying homage to those who have gone before us by our words, 
actions, and behaviors.  To uphold the core values of Humility, Effort, Attitude, Team, and Tradition so that we can 
guide those who come after us.  And to support our school, our school’s other sports and clubs, and all members of 
the student population and community who we can positively impact. 

What is your 
Coaching  
Philosophy? 

If I were to define my coaching philosophy, I would say that three things are at the core of my beliefs: 

That there is no success without failure and how we react to our failures creates the person we will eventually be-
come. 

That talent is never enough.  The will to improve, specifically through hard work, is the epitome of success. 

That no member of the team is any more important than any other member of the team.  I believe that football is 
the ultimate TEAM sport and if you don’t buy into the value of being an equal member of the team, you will never 
learn the greatest lessons that the sport can reveal. 
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Road to the Playoffs 
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  The Quarterback Club offers players, families, coaches 
and fans an opportunity to contribute to the success of 
the team with gifts, works, and spirited support for 
Centerville football. We are a service club dedicated to  
ELK PRIDE in our efforts to provide financial and 
volunteer support. 
  Quarterback Club membership primarily consists of 
the parents of past, present, and future Centerville 
High School football players. However, all community 
members and CHS football fans are welcome.   

 
2022 Projects include: 

 $2,000 Player Scholarship   
Team clothing and equipment including additional 
uniforms, team warm-ups, shirts, shoes, and  player  
of the week  award  jackets. 
 
Food including team breakfasts for playoff games, post 
scrimmage meals, food  (steaks) for the Senior Dinner 
and Tailgate food before all home games. 

    2022 OFFICERS 
 
Brad Mason - President  
  
Greg Kerr - Vice President/Membership 
   
Kent Owsley - Treasurer 
  
John Wheatley - Communications & Site 
  
Bill Brinck - Booster Representative 
  
Jeff Courville - Business Development 


